Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 10-14 estimated as working in 1997: 20.7%"*!
Minimum age for admission to work: 14182
Age to which education is compulsory: 18'%
Free public education: Yes'™
Argentina Gross primary enrollment rate in 2003: 112%'®
Net primary enrollment rate in 2003: 99%'%
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 1997: 96.6%""
As of 2002, percent of primary school entrants likely to reach
grade 5: 84%'™
Ratified Convention 138: 11/11/1996'%
Ratified Convention 182: 2/5/2001"°
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes,
associated'”!

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1997, approximately 25.4 percent of boys and 16 percent of girls ages 10 to 14 were working
in Argentina.'”? In rural areas, children work with pesticides in family and third-party farms in
the production of flowers, tomatoes and strawberries.'”> In urban areas, children are engaged in
domestic service, food preparation, street sales, and trash recycling.'”* They also work in small
and medium businesses and workshops, and they perform odd jobs such as opening taxi doors,
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washing car windshields, and shining shoes."

Some children in Argentina are exploited in prostitution, sex tourism, and drug trafficking.'*°
According to a 2001 report from UNICEF, children are exploited in prostitution in a variety of
situations, including in massage parlors, brothels, and on the street.'”” Girls exploited in
prostitution are sometimes denied contact with the outside world, threatened, or beaten.'”®

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years. The law allows children under 14 to
work in family businesses in a limited number of job categories, as long as such work is not
hazardous.'”® Children ages 14 to 18 must present medical certificates that attest to their ability
to work and must undergo periodical medical checkups.*”® In addition, a government regulation
specifically prohibits the employment of children under 14 in domestic service.”*! Children who
have not completed compulsory schooling may obtain permission to work in cases in which their
income is necessary for family survival, as long as they continue their studies.*”> Such children
are prohibited from working more than six hours a day and 36 hours a week and between the
hours gof3 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. In some cases, however, children ages 16 to 18 can work additional
hours.

The law provides for six to 15 years of imprisonment for facilitating the prostitution of children
under 13, and four to 10 years when it involves children 13 to 17.2%* The publication and
distribution of pornography that features minors carry penalties of six months to four years of
imprisonment.205 Argentine law establishes penalties for the smuggling of minors that range
from five to 20 years.””® Forced labor is also prohibited under Argentine law.”*” In December
2006, the Senate approved an anti-trafficking law that criminalizes trafficking for prostitution
and forced labor. Trafficking, or intending to traffic minors, is punishable by prison terms up to
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15 years.”® Argentine law sets the minimum age for volunteering for the Argentine armed
forces at 18 years.”””

The government has trained 365 labor inspectors and other social actors in identifying child labor
and in developing an interdisciplinary approach to the issue.”'’ According to the U.S. State
Department, Argentina made some progress in its actions against trafficking, mostly in the
prevention area. One conviction occurred in September 2006 of a former police officer who was
sentenced to 14 years in prison for a trafficking-related prostitution case involving a minor.*'?

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The National Commission for the Eradication of Child Labor (CONAETTI), headed by the
Government of Argentina, completed the first national child labor survey conducted in the
country.”’® Argentina also participates in a USD 2.1 million regional ILO-IPEC child labor
survey funded by Canada.”'* During 2006, CONAETI’s National Plan to Combat Child Labor
was approved and enacted by executive decree.’’> The plan calls for the national consolidation
of data, awareness raising, inter-institutional collaboration, stronger inspection mechanisms,
mainstreaming of child laborers into the formal education system, research, coordination of child
labor laws, and a national program for the prevention and eradication of child labor in rural and
urban settings.”'® CONAETI provides technical assistance to action programs implemented by
NGOs addressing child labor in the tobacco and trash-picking sectors, including workshops with
tobacco producers to encourage corporate social responsibility on child labor issues.*!’

The Public Ministry established the Unit for the Crime Investigation Against Sexual Integrity
and Human Trafficking to coordinate national efforts on trafficking issues.”'® At the time of this
report, this Unit’s work was focused principally in the Federal City of Buenos Aires.?"’
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The Ministry of Education’s Integral Program for Educational Equality strengthens the provision
of basic education in urban schools that serve vulnerable populations.”*’
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